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Introduction

LESSON PLAN

English Home Language
7
•
•

Term
Week

2
5

Text to read: Drama
Text to write: Dialogue

Theme: Values
Learners will read a play by Leo Tolstoy.
Hold a conversation about the play.
Be introduced to the contents and elements of a drama/dialogue
Write a dialogue
Do language work to build on to what was already done.
The next lesson will focus on poetry, completion of the dialogue and language
Read daily.
Digital resources:
Radio talks/Dramas Television shows/ dramas/
https://wcedeportal.co.za/curriculumsupporthttps://wcedeportal.co.za/partners/#103031
documentaries Audio/visual aids/dictionaries.






Consolidation

Paper based resources:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pOIYGjjvRc
https://www.thelearningtrust.org/asp-treasure-box
Skills
(WHAT I am going to
teach/guide/support)

Listening & Speaking:
Conversation about drama:
• Take part in informal
conversations
• Use correct register
• Maintain the conversation
• Identify main and
supporting ideas
• Take notes
• Answer questions
TEACHER’S
ACTIVITIES

Teaching Methodologies/
(HOW I am going to
teach/guide/support…)









Reading & Viewing:
Literary text drama (one
act)
• Key features of literature
text: such as
characterisation, plot,
conflict, background,
setting, narrator, theme
Follow the reading process







Background: Discuss the
writer and his respect for
values.
Set a purpose for listening
Listen to a play
Revise new vocabulary
Create opportunity for
learners to pose relevant
questions.
Create opportunity to share
what they found out through
their questioning.
Identify main and supporting
ideas.
Pre-reading: Introduce the
text - allow learners to predict
through skimming/ scanning
and discuss vocabulary.
During reading - M odel the
reading of the text.
Show how learners can relate
or connect with the text.
Teach the features of the text

Resources / LTSM
(WHAT I am
going to use to
each/guide/
support)
1. Worksheets
provided.
2. Listening to a
play

https://www.yo
utube.com/watc
h?v=5pOIYGjjvRc
3. Language:
Simple,
compound
and complex
sentences.

https://www.
youtube.com/
watch?v=98Oc
Ae5O0Ws
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Post-reading- answer
questions, compare, contrast,
evaluate
Write a dialogue
 Discuss features of a dialogue
 Provide a writing frame for
learners to assist with format,
style, target audience
purpose and context,
Appropriateness of certain
utterances
 Free expression
 Explain simple and complex
sentences


Writing & Presenting:
Write a dialogue, enacting
drama
• Requirements of format,
style, point of view
• Target audience, purpose
and context
• Word choice
Language Structures &
Conventions:
Simple, compound and
complex sentences.

https://ww
w.youtube.
com/watch
?v=98OcAe
5O0Ws
Tips for Teachers/Parents:
Above is the content of the
lesson for week 5.

PARENT’S
ACTIVITIES

LEARNER’S
ACTIVITIES

Tips for the Teachers/Parents
 Read the play to/with your child
 Have a conversation about the
theme
 Do not preach- make this
enjoyable for both of you!
 Share thoughts
 Show that you are also making
connections to the text i.e. relate
the text to your own life
experiences.
 Offer support and guidance

Magazines
Newspapers
Dictionary

Learner activities:
Listening & Speaking
1. Listen to a play (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pOIYGjjvRc)
2. Discuss the main idea of the play. OR
3. Listen to the text as it is read by your teacher/parent.
4. Skim the play. What do you notice about the way it is set out and other elements
that are different from the way a story, for example, is set out?
5. Discuss it.
6. Look at the title, characters, time and place. Discuss.
7. Skim/scan for difficult vocabulary. Use your dictionary.
8. If you do not have someone who can read for you- Read the play to yourself.
Reading & Viewing
1. Pre-reading - Make predictions about the text by looking at the title and the pictures.
2. Skim for words about the text and underline them.
3. Scan for words that you don’t know and circle them.
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4. During reading - Search the text for specific details.
5. Can you connect with parts of the story?
6. Post -reading - Answer the question on the worksheet in full sentences.
Writing
1. Write a dialogue. Start with planning and the first draft
Language
Complete the activity on simple, compound and complex sentences.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98OcAe5O0Ws
Dear Parent and Learner
Activity 1: Listening & Speaking
1. Before you read - Discuss with your parents:
 What are some of the values that are stressed in your home and why?

What are the values that your grandparents tried to instill in your parents?

How do they differ or are they the same?

Activity 2: Understand the structure and features of a play.
You are going to read about a one-act play, learn about its key features and its conventions.
A. The key features of a play are:


The setting: where the play takes place, in other words, what the stage must represent and w here
the action happens.



The characters: plays usually have a cast list giving you the names of the characters and their
relationships to each other or who they are.



The characterisation: how the characters are presented so that we can see what they are like.



The plot: what happens in the play.



The background: what happened before the beginning of the play or what has led to the action.



The conflict: who or what is struggling against something or someone; a lack of harmony.



The theme: the main idea behind the play; what it is about.



The narrator: some plays have a character who tells the story; most tell the story through the actors
and the actions.
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B. The conventions are the ways in which a play is usually written so when we read it you can see
who is talking, what the actors are doing, or to tell the actors and the director what to do if they
are putting on a performance of the play


The names of the characters in capital letters



The instructions or directions for stage setting, props, what actors should like and how they
should say things, all in italics and brackets



A colon after the speaker or character’s name.

Please read through it again before reading the play.
Activity 3: Read the play:
1. Pre-reading: Skim the pages of the play. What do you notice about the way it is set out and
other elements that are different from the way a story, for example, is set out? Discuss.

The Three Questions

Adapted from Leo Tolstoy

Characters:
CHIEF
WEALTHY MAN
WITCHDOCTOR

KING
GENERAL
WOUNDED MAN

COUNCILLOR
PRAISE SINGER

Scene One
The King’s throne-room. The King’s advisers stand around the empty throne. They are all talking noisily, till the
Chief bangs his staff on the floor.
CHIEF:
Attention! All quiet for the king! (Everyone hushes as t he King enters. He sits on his throne.)

KING:

I have asked you all here today to give me the answers to three questions. If I knew the
answers to these questions, I would never fail in anything. If you provide those answers,
I shall give you a huge reward.
(There is a loud buzz of t alk)

COUNCILLOR: What are these questions, your majesty?
KING:

The first is … how do I know the proper moment for each of the things I do?

(They all discuss it furiously. The Chancellor bangs his staff and they quieten)

KING:

Well, your answers …Wealthy Man?

WEALTHY MAN: Your Majesty …you must draw up a list of the days, the months and the years ahead
and what you will do during this time. You must stick to this schedule and then all things
will happen at the proper moment.
GENERAL:

Poppycock! This man is a fool, your Majesty! (The Wealthy Man is furious.) It is not
possible to decide in advance what to do and when to do it. A good soldier knows
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that you must not daydream with silly things like lists but observe whatever happens
and do whatever is necessary.
WEALTHY MAN: Hmmmph!
KING:

Thank you, general. What does the Councillor say?

COUNCILLOR: One man cannot decide alone and always expect to be right, Your Majesty. I suggest
a Council of wise men to help you.
PRAISE SINGER: You are a caterpillar, old man! Your Majesty,
only a magician can foretell the future. Ask
me the proper moment to do anything and
I shall tell you.
COUNCILLOR: Liar!
PRAISE SINGER: Fool!
WEALTHY MAN: Idiot!
GENERAL:

Schemer!

KING:

You cannot agree. you are of no help.

(The four advisers argue loudly wit h
each other, stopped finally by t he Chief)

PRAISE SINGER: Give us the second question, Your Majesty!
OTHERS:

Yes, yes. The second. The next question.

KING:

Who is the most important man?

GENERAL:

The soldier!

COUNCILLOR: The councilor and the councilor only!
WEALTHY MAN: Wealthy men are the most important men!
KING:

(The Chief bangs his staff)

You are like dogs chasing rabbits! The third question … and your last chance. What are
the most important things to do? Mind you agree now.

(The advisers collect in a huddle talking rapidly, with an occasional voice raised in anger. Finally, they stop, and
looking very nervous, push the Councillor forward.)

GENERAL:

Go on … tell him.

COUNCILLOR:

…er …Your M… M …Majesty, we cannot agree.

(He runs and hides behind the ot her. The King rises from his throne.)

KING:

You are more foolish than I thought. You will have no reward and you shall clean the
royal stables for a month. With teaspoons!

(They leave hurriedly, tripping over each other to get out. The King sits again and starts to bite his nails. There is
silence)

CHIEF:
CHIEF:

(in a little voice ) There is a wise witchdoctor who lives in the forest. I am sure he could
answer your questions. (The King looks up. He is interested.)
(hurrying on) But he will not talk to a king. You must change into the clothes of a poor

man.
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KING: (excited: A witchdoctor you say? (Chief nods.) And he’ll have the answers? (Chief nods again.)
Chief? Get me some rags to dress in. (The Chief leaves. The King calls after him.) … Not too
filthy though!

Scene Two
The witchdoctor’s hut in the forest. There is a stretcher bed near the front door. The witchdoctor is busy digging a
garden. He is very old and thin, and the digging is hard work. The King, dressed in rags, enters.

KING:

Good day, sir.

WITCHDOCTOR: (looks up) Good day.
(The witchdoctor returns to his digging. The King waits to be spoken to but there is nothing. He tries again)

KING:

I have come to you, wise Witchdoctor, to ask the answers to three questions. What is
the most important time, who is the most important man and what is the most
important thing to do?

(The witchdoctor spits on his hands and keeps digging, breathing heavily. The King watches him for a while and
then decides to help.)

KING:

You are tired, old Witchdoctor. Let me dig for a while.

WITCHDOCTOR: Thank you. (He gives t he King the spade and the King digs furiously. Aft er a while he stops)
KING:

I came to you, Witchdoctor, for answers to my questions. If you give me none, tell me
so and I shall return home.

(The Witchdoctor does not answer but points into the distance. A man enters, staggering. He holds h is stomach,
where there is a large patch of blood. He falls at the king’s feet, moaning. The King quickly opens the man’s shirt.)

KING:

This man is badly wounded! Quickly, Witchdoctor, your towel and some water!

(The King cleans the man’s wound with his handkerchief and the Witchdoctor’s towel)

WOUNDED MAN: Water! A drink, I beg you.
(The King gently lifts the man’s head and gives him a drink. The man drinks and faints.)

KING:

Help me, Witchdoctor. I have cleaned and bandaged him. We must carry him to the
bed. (They do so) Rest now Witchdoctor. I will stay and watch over him.

(The witchdoctor enters his hut and the King lies down, exhausted, next to the bed.)

Scene Three:
As in Scene Two. Next morning. The King is asleep and the man is sitting, staring at him. The King stretches and
wakes.

KING:

Good morning. How do you feel?

WOUNDED MAN: Forgive me.
KING(Surprised):

What are you saying? I do not know you. I have nothing to forgive you.

WOUNDED MAN: But I know you. I am your enemy, sworn to destroy you for killing my brother and
taking his lands in the war.
KING:

Why are you here?
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WOUNDED MAN: I knew you had come to see the Witchdoctor and decided to kill you on your way
home. But your soldiers saw me, recognized me and wounded me. I escaped and
would have bled to death were it not for you. I intended to kill you and you saved
my life. Forgive me, Your Majesty, and I shall serve you till the end of my life.
KING:

Gladly, my friend. We shall return together to the castle.

(They clasped hands. The Witchdoctor walks out of the hut and across to the garden. He kneels and begins to
slowly plant seeds. The King stares at him in silence and then crosses to him)

KING:

For the last time Witchdoctor, I ask you to answer my questions.

WITCHDOCTOR: But you have already been answered.
KING:

But that’s foolish! How? (The Wit chdoctor squat s and looks steadily at the King)

WITCHDOCTOR: If you have not pitied my age and helped me dig this garden, yesterday, you would
have turned back alone, and that fellow would have killed you. So, the most
important time was when you were digging the garden. I was the most important man
and the most important thing to do was to help me. When the Wounded Man
staggered in, what was the most important time?
KING:

Why, when I was cleaning and bandaging his wounds!

WITCHDOCTOR: Or he would have died.
KING(underst anding): And he was the most important man and what I did was the most important thing!

WITCHDOCTOR: Now you have it! Remember, there is only one important time… NOW. It is the only
time we have power over ourselves.
KING:

And the most important man?

WITCHDOCTOR: The man you are with at any time.
KING:

And the most important thing?

WITCHDOCTOR: … is to do good to that man. These are your answers Your Majesty.
(The Witchdoctor returns to planting. The King stares at him, then kneels alongside and helps.)

Activity 4: Answer questions about the play.
1. What were the three questions?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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2. How did the digging help to safe the king’s life?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. How would you describe the character of the king, in other words, what kind of person is he?
Explain your answer.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. What do you think drives the action of the play? Is it conflict, a search or an unhappy situation
being resolved? Explain your answer.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. Leo Tolstoy was a famous Russian writer w ho had great respect for moral values. Do you think
that values are important in our homes and in the society? Explain your answer.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Activity 4: Listen to a variation of the play: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pOIYGjjvRc
This is a fun activity!!
Activity 5: Writing a Dialogue:
You are familiar with writing dialogues but here is a checklist to guide you:
Dialogue:
� Every new speech is written on a new line.
� The speakers' names are on the left, against the margin. There is a colon after the name.
� There are no quotation marks used.
� A line is left open after each speaker.
� Additional information is written in brackets.
� A scenario can be outlined before the dialogue begins
� If the dialogue is between family or close friends, a comfortable, informal style is used.
� When the conversation involves strangers, the speaking style is more polite.
Remember the writing process: Start with planning and the first draft of a
dialogue. To be completed next week:
You had your parent's (or guardian's) permission to go out with
friends till ten o'clock, but they don't know that you went to a
neighbouring town by car.
While you are on your way home, the car breaks down.
Write the dialogue you have with one of your parents on your
cellphone to explain why you will be late.

****************************************************************************************
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