
Time 



The 

Hour Hand 



look at the little hand  

(the hour hand) 

first 
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Did you know that you can tell time using 

only the hour hand (the little hand)? 



Watch this… 



What time is it? 



5 o’clock 



What time is it? 



1 o’clock 



What time is it? 



10 o’clock 



Sometimes the hour hand is 

pointing in between two numbers. 



Like this… 



When it’s between two numbers, 
we don’t know the exact time. 



So this would be… 

between 2 o’clock and 3 o’clock 



Now what time is it? 



between 7 o’clock  
and 8 o’clock 



Now what time is it? 



between 5 o’clock  
and 6 o’clock 



Now what time is it? 



between 12 o’clock  
and 1 o’clock 



Now let’s look at the minute 
hand to know the exact time. 



The 

Minute Hand 



If you need the exact time, then you 

need the minute hand (the long hand). 



Today we are only going to learn four places 

that the minute hand can point. 



If the long hand points at the 12, that 

is o’clock.  We write that as 00. 

o’clock 



If the long hand points at the 3, that is 

quarter past.  We write this as 15. 

quarter 

past 



If the long hand points at the 6, that 

is half past.  We write this as 30. 

half past 



If the long hand points at the 9, that is quarter 

to the next hour.  We write this as 45. 

quarter to 



The Minute Hand 

o’clock - 00 quarter past - 15 

half past - 30 quarter to - 45 



Let’s try a few. 



When the minute hand is pointing 

here, what do you call it? 



o’clock- 00             quarter to - 45 
 

half past – 30          quarter past - 15 



When the minute hand is pointing 

here, what do you call it? 



o’clock- 00             quarter to - 45 

 

half past – 30          quarter past - 15 



Now see if you can say 

where the minute hand is 

pointing without any hints. 



When the minute hand is pointing 

here, what do you call it? 



o’clock or 

__: 00 



When the minute hand is pointing 

here, what do you call it? 



half past or 

__: 30 



Both Hands 



look at the little hand  

(the hour hand) 

first 

Remember… 
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Now let’s try it with both hands.   



Let’s say the clock looks like this. 



First, find the hour by looking at 

the little hand. 



Let’s get rid of that minute hand 
for a second. 



Where is the hour hand pointing? 



If it is pointing anywhere between 

the 1 and the 2, then the hour is 1. 

1 



Now let’s put the minute hand 
back on. 



The time is half past 1. 



Let’s try another one. 



What time is it? 



Let’s get rid of the minute 
hand. 



Where is the little hand 

pointing? 



It’s pointing at the 7, so we already 
know it’s probably 7 o’clock. 



Let’s put the minute hand back 
on to be sure. 



The minute hand is pointing at the 12, so 

this is 7 o’clock. 

o’clock 



Watch what happens as the 

clock moves toward 8 o’clock. 



quarter past 7  

(7:15) 



half past 7 

(7:30) 



quarter to 8 

(7:45) 



8 o’clock 

o’clock 



Let’s try another one. 



What time is it? 



Let’s get rid of the minute 
hand. 



Where is the little hand 

pointing? 



It’s pointing at the 2, so we already 
know it’s probably 2 o’clock. 



Let’s put the minute hand back 
on to be sure. 



The minute hand is pointing at the 12, so 

this is 2 o’clock. 

o’clock 



Watch what happens as the clock 

moves toward 3 o’clock. 



quarter past 2 

(2:15) 



half past 2 
(2:30) 



quarter to 3 
(2:45) 



3 o’clock 

o’clock 



Let’s try another one. 



What time is it? 



Let’s get rid of the minute hand. 



Where is the little hand pointing? 



Between the 4 and the 5, so we 

know it’s between 4 and 5 o’clock.  



Let’s put the minute hand back on 
there. 



When the minute hand points that 

way, we know that is called half past. 

half past 

(30) 



The time is half past 4. 



Let’s try another one.  This 
time, we’re going to take the 

minute hand away in our 

mind, not on the screen. 



What time is it? 



This time, we will imagine that the 

minute hand is gone. 



Where is the hour hand (the little 

hand) pointing? 



It’s pointing right at the 2, so we know 
it’s probably 2 o’clock. 



Now let’s imagine that we’re 
putting the minute hand back. 



The minute hand is pointing at 

the o’clock position. 

o’clock 

(00) 



o’clock 

(00) 

The time is 2 o’clock. 



Let’s try another one. 



What time is it? 



Again, let’s imagine that the 
minute hand is gone. 



Where is the hour hand (the little 

hand) pointing? 



It’s between the 3 and the 4.  Now 
let’s look at the minute hand. 



The minute hand tells us that it 

is half past. 

half past 

(30) 



The time is half past 3. 

half past 

(30) 



Now we’re going to take away 
all the hints.  On these, you just 

look at the clock and try to say 

the time. 



look at the little hand  

(the hour hand) 

first 

Remember… 
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What time is it? 



Remember to look at the hour 

hand (the little hand) first. 



Then think about the minute 

hand (the big hand). 



The time is 3 o’clock. 



What time is it? 



The time is 8 o’clock. 



What time is it? 



The time is half past 11. 



What time is it? 



The time is half past 3. 



What time is it? 



The time is 1 o’clock. 



What time is it? 



The time is half past 9. 



What time is it? 



The time is 6 o’clock. 


