
The Life Cycle of a Butterfly

What is a life cycle?

A life cycle is the stages a living thing goes through during its life. In 

some cases the process is slow, and the changes are gradual (slow). A 

butterfly, like many other creatures, has a life cycle that consists of 

four stages.

1. Egg

The life cycle of a butterfly starts as a small round egg. The female 

butterfly will lay her eggs on leaves or stems. She does this to ensure 

the eggs will have food once they hatch.

2. Larva

After the egg hatches a worm-like caterpillar comes out. Another 

name for a caterpillar is larva. In this stage, the caterpillar is very 

hungry. It will eat plenty until it stops growing. As it continues to 

grow, it sheds its skin. The shedding of its skin and growing another 

one, is called molting.
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3. Pupa

It is time for the transformation stage! Once the caterpillar has fully 

grown, it will turn into a pupa. In this stage, the caterpillar is 

undergoing a transformation called metamorphosis. The caterpillar’s 
body is completely

changing and turning into a butterfly.

4. Adult

When the butterfly is ready to come out, the pupa will break open. 

The adult butterfly will take flight and begin its search for food and a 

mate. Then the life cycle of a butterfly will start all over again.



Comprehension: The Life Cycle of a Butterfly

Answer the following in full sentences:

1. What genre would best describe this passage? Fiction or Non-

fiction?

2. What is the passage about? 

3. What is a life cycle?

4. How does the author organise the passage?

Write down the letter and answer in full:

5.    Why did the author write this passage?

a) To show you why butterflies are pretty.

b) To teach you facts and information about butterflies.

c) To tell you a fictional story about butterflies?

6. The author says that as a caterpillar continues to grow it

a) Changes colour often.

b) Hangs down from a tree.

c) Sheds its skin, which is called molting.

Answer the following in full sentences:

7. Why does a female butterfly lay its eggs on the leave or stem of a 

plant?

8. According to the text, how does the life cycle of a butterfly begin?

9. How is stage 4 different than stage 1?

10. What does metamorphosis mean?

11. What happens after butterfly eggs hatch?

12. Which heading talks about a butterfly’s transformation?


